TREASURY CONTROL

But Treasury control is not a fifth wheel in the coach; it is not a wheel
at all. It rests only on the authority which the Chancellor of the
Exchequer wields in the Cabinet. He himself discusses with other
ministers the more important questions at issue: and if it is convenient
to speak of * the Treasury* and if it frequently happens that questions
are discussed between and decided by officials, the reason is only that
the Chancellor cannot do everything and that delegation is the art of
government. Treasury control is nothing more than the Chancellor's
control of finance. He himself and, through him, his officials, are
subject to the Cabinet. He and they advise the Cabinet on the financial
implications of a policy; but the Cabinet decides.
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